o .I'l'” |||| -~.:I

L f

The Douglas Fir timber frame gives the great room
a wide-open feel. A young man custom made the =
hanging light fixture and surround for the wood-burning

fireplace, and the flooring throughout is made from =
a mix of white oak, red oak and hickory.




Cedar posts and floors are =~

. showcased on the home’s back .
- “porch. The stone pathway leads "

i to an outdoor firepit. :

Making History

What's old is new again in one Tennessee hybrid home.

PHOTOS BY JAMES RAY SPAHN
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LEFT: The kitchen cabinets
are made from wormy
chestnut, and were sal-
vaged from an abandoned
barn. A subway tiled back-
splash and neutral coun-
tertops add to the warm
feeling in the open space.
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TOP: The dining room

is located off the home's
main entry. The custom-
made cherry table can
seat ten and is paired
with black chairs from
New Hampshire.

ABOVE: A full masonry
fireplace in the first-floor
master bedroom is made
of limestone salvaged
from another prop-

erty. Tongue-and-groove
spruce walls warm up the
interior spaces.
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hen most set out to build a
custom home, they say they
want something that’s one-
of-akind. In the case of Rick Peterson
and his log cabin-meets-timber home in
southern Tennessee, checking that goal
off the list came as soon as he picked
out the materials he would build with. “T
wanted something unusual,” says Rick,
“so when my friend in the woodwork-
ing business told me he’d found a more
than 200-yearold log cabin that we
could dismantle, I couldn’t pass it up.”
From there, Rick and his builder
let the logs do the talking, and set out
to design a new house that could be
built with the pieces of the old cabin.
This journey took them to Knoxville,
Tennessee, to StoneMill Log & Tim-
ber Homes, where they found the
company’s Kelly Plantation plan, mod-
ified the drawings to suit Rick’s vision
for the home and started the two-year
process of building a home that per-
fectly pairs old construction materials

with new technique and a new timber
frame. “We built this house like John-
ny Cash built his Cadillac,” says Rick.
“You know, one piece at a time.”
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The first piece: Incorporating those
centuries-old logs into the front, “old”
part of the house — a project that took
about six weeks. “The friend of mine
who found the log cabin is also the mas-
ter of a woodworking school, so his stu-
dents came out to the site and put all of
the logs together themselves,” says Rick.

In the front section of the house,
Rick and his building team stuck to a
traditional design, complete with first-
floor master bedroom suite, a formal
dining room and two upstairs bed-
rooms, connected by a Jack and Jill
bath. From there, they wanted to add
extra square footage and a more open
feel in the back of the house — the
perfect place to incorporate a timber
frame. “We were limited on what we
could do with the logs, so we had to do
something different on the back,” ex-
plains Rick. “We felt like using Stone-
Mill’s timbers was the way to go.”

“The timber frame portion gave the
homeowner the best of both world’s; he
wanted antique logs, but now the back
feels a bit more modern and bright,”
says Mathew Sterchi, VP of sales and
marketing at StoneMill. “Also, because
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the logs were reclaimed and had already
done their shrinking and settling years
before, we didn’t have to worry about
attaching a new timber frame to new
wood that would move and settle over
time. That was a huge benefit.”

From the outside in, the back of
the home has a newer feel, giving the
illusion that the house has been added
on to over time. Tongue-and-groove
siding complements the interior liv-
ing space, as well as the top-of-theline
kitchen. A mix of wood was used for the
floors throughout the home, creating a
unique contrast against the Douglas Fir
frame and interior spruce walls.

The variety of woods and the use of
reclaimed materials makes the house
truly unique, and one with its natural
surroundings. “It’s so comfortable and
secluded,” says the builder on the proj-
ect. “That kind of peace can be hard to
find nowadays.”

Rick agrees. “It’s definitely a place
where you can turn your phones off
and just enjoy being out there,” he says.
“When I'm there, I want to get on my
tractor and just ride around. I never
want to leave.” =




What's Old is New Again

Antique logs, salvaged from a 200-year-old cabin (below), were used to
face the front part of Rick Peterson’s old-meets-new home (bottom left) in
southern Tennessee. While the logs were not used structurally, they give
the home a vintage look, and pair perfectly with the board-and-batten sid-
ing and rustic look given to the back of the home. “l just wanted some-
thing different,” says Rick. “The finished result is not your average cabin.
By using the antique logs, no one has a home exactly like this one.”
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